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Q: My vehicle doesn’t have a PTO (Power Take-Off) function.  How is it registering PTO
hours in my reports?

A: When a driver, warehouse personnel, or technician overrides the IST / Idle 
Shutdown Timer on a vehicle through manipulation of the cruise pad, this 
communicates to the ECM (Engine Control Module) that the vehicle is now in PTO
mode and reports the engine hours as such.

Drivers who have learned the process described above tend to use it when they want the vehicle to 
stay running in order to keep the AC or heat on during stops throughout their day.  This practice 
should be frowned upon, as it ultimately results in lower fuel economy and higher maintenance costs 
associated with that vehicle.
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