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EXPECTATION OF CHANGES FOR THE TRUCKING
INDUSTRY IN 2021

Now that Joe Biden has been sworn in as U.S. President, motor carriers are wondering what his
administration will mean for the trucking industry.

Executive Actions

While Democratic administrations tend to favor new safety initiatives, much of an administration’s
success in passing new laws hinges on congressional approval. At first, it was unclear whether that
would be an option after control of the Senate remained undecided until a Georgia runoff election in
January.

Now, with control of both the House and Senate, it's likely that Biden will rely more on passing laws
and less on executive actions, when possible. Still, the administration is expected to issue several key
executive actions early in the term.

Personnel Changes

One of Biden's first acts will likely be to fill open seats at key agencies, like the Department of
Transportation (DOT), Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA), and Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). Biden has already announced his picks to fill
many of the positions most important to the transport industry, including Pete Buttigieg as Secretary
of Transportation.

Shortly after the 2020 election, Biden assembled a DOT transition team, focused on helping prepare
the incoming administration to hit the ground running in terms of policy and filling open seats. This
may be a welcome change for an agency like FMCSA, which has not had an official administrator
since Raymond Martinez stepped down in 2019.

Infrastructure and Other Priorities
Early executive actions could involve reversing Trump-era policies, including his decision to withdraw
the U.S. from the Paris Climate Accord. Biden has suggested that rejoining the Accord would be
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among his first executive actions on day one. With a dual focus on clean energy and environmentally
friendly infrastructure, this proposed action could have a big impact on the transportation industry.

As a candidate, Biden also put forward a wide-ranging infrastructure proposal with funds for
highways, water systems, the power grid, and broadband services. While it remains to be seen how
much of that plan, he is able to accomplish, infrastructure will undoubtedly remain a top priority for
key transportation stakeholders.

In addition to new proposals, we may also see movement on some existing items of interest. For
example:

Hair testing rules may change or be withdrawn.

Marijuana legalization could be reviewed, leading to changes in drug-testing protocols.

The speed-limiter rule may come back, requiring fleets to limit the speed of their interstate trucks.
Insurance-coverage requirements may increase.

Changes to the hours-of-service short-haul exemption may be on the table, to reverse recent
changes; and

A sleep-apnea rulemaking could proceed.

The new administration may also reconsider existing regulations, including:
Hours-of-service rules

Driver compensation

Detention time

Off-duty hours

Personal-conveyance standards; and

Rear/side underride guard standards

Midnight Regulations

So-called “midnight regulations” are a fairly common practice in outgoing administrations, especially
when there will be a change in political parties. The approach involves fast-tracking guidance and
rules that might otherwise take years to pass through the regulatory process. Recent examples
include a new regulation affecting hours-of-service exemptions for truckers hauling agricultural
goods, issued November 24, 2020, and looser safety standards for pipeline construction and
maintenance, issued January 11, 2021.

In its final months, the Trump administration published at least 50 of these last-minute rules in the
Federal Register. Unlike executive actions, which can be undone with the stroke of a pen, completed
regulations like these are much harder for an incoming president to overturn. Once a rule is
published, reversing it usually involves further rulemaking or a court decision, both of which demand
significant time and resources.

Highway Bill

In December, Congress approved an appropriations bill to fund the federal government and provide
COVID-19 relief. The bill extended the current highway authorization program, the Fixing America's
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, through September 30, 2021.
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This extension allows the next Congress to consider a long-term approach to highway funding and
revenue issues. Experts speculate that with Democrats now in control of the Senate, the final bill may
include many “green” provisions, as we saw recently in a bill passed by the Democratic-controlled
House. These provisions may result in more funding for things like trains, infrastructure, intelligent
transportation systems, electric vehicles, and climate-change initiatives.

It's always difficult to speculate on exactly what's to come under a new presidential administration,

but it's safe to assume that the impact of this particular election will be felt far and wide. How and

when that impact translates to the transportation industry remains to be seen, however, as agency
appointments and regulatory changes can be relatively slow moving. (J) Keller RegSense
(https://www.jjkeller.com/shop/Product/J-]-Kellers-RegSense-Service-Online-OSHA-DOT-
Hazmat-and-EPA-compliance-information-for-all-50-states?
PromoCode=210137&gclid=Cj0KCQIiAJKgABhDLARIsABbJrGlvGd6nYPyO6RoB3F7VYAb]_gCLOwW6

International Roadcheck 2020 Results

On September 9-11, 2020, federal and state motor carrier inspectors conducted more than 50,000
North American Standard Level |, Il, Ill and V inspections during the Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance’s (CVSA) three-day International Roadcheck commercial motor vehicle and driver inspection
and enforcement initiative. Overall, one out of five vehicles were placed out-of-service in North
America. The rate for Level |, Il and V Inspections combined was 20.9% — slightly higher than we've
seen in the past few years.

International Roadcheck is an annual 72-hour inspection and enforcement event to identify and
remove unsafe commercial motor vehicles and drivers from roadways.

Digging deeper into the results allows us to better understand the critical vehicle inspection item out-
of-service and driver-related violations.

During this year’s International Roadcheck, 45,046 Level |, Il and Il Inspections were conducted in the
U.S. In total, 7,256 vehicles and 2,365 drivers were removed from roadways due to the discovery of
critical vehicle inspection item out-of-service violations or unsafe out-of-service driver conditions just
during this three-day event.

Top Five Vehicle OOS Violations - U.S.

Violation Category # of OOS Violations % of OOS Vehicle Violations

1 Brake System 2,716 25.4%
2 Tires 2,102 19.7%
3 Lights 1,476 13.8%
4 Brake Adjustment 1,393 13.0%
5 Cargo Securement 1,343 12.6%

Top Five Driver OOS Violations - U.S.
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Violation Category # of OOS Violations % of OOS Driver Violations
1 Hours of Service 999 32.5%

2 Other 694 22.6%

(moving violations,

cell phone use, etc.)

3 Wrong Class License 683 22.2%
4 False Logs 447 14.6%
5 Suspended License 140 4.6%

Out-of-service orders and the number, type and severity of safety violations affect a motor carrier’s
Compliance, Safety, Accountability (CSA) score and its Safety Fitness Determination (SFD) rating. CSA
is FMCSA's safety compliance and enforcement program designed to improve safety and prevent
commercial motor vehicle crashes, injuries and fatalities by holding motor carriers and drivers
accountable for their role in safety. The results also provide you with a roadmap of monitoring
potential violations to prevent their occurrence. Make sure to focus on these out-of-service violations
as you go through your pre-trip routines.

Idealease/NPTC Safety Seminars Postponed until Fall of 2021

Idealease and the National Private Truck Council

NPTC will again be hosting safety seminars in u;g‘\),ﬂ ﬂUSfﬁUUDFJLﬁﬁ

2021. The one-day seminar this year will focus ,,—. 'S’r’f:‘.”-’ NOLOG
on new safety technologies available on trucks sy O CG

today, basic safety and compliance, regulation I salie DRI o el
changes, load securement and CSA. The Z@Zﬂ
seminars and will be provided to all Idealease
customers, potential customers and NPTC
members at no charge. The seminar provides
important information applicable for both the
novice and experienced transportation
professionals. The seminars will be held in
September, October, and November. We will
post the schedule and registration information in
this bulletin sometime in May.
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