
2/10/22, 9:18 AM How to Avoid High Idle in Cold Winter Climates | Idealease, Inc.

https://www.idealease.com/elevate/how-avoid-high-idle-cold-winter-climates 1/2

HOW TO AVOID HIGH IDLE IN COLD WINTER CLIMATES

Idealease revolutionizes �eet operations with ELEVATE®, our proprietary Driver PerformanceIdealease revolutionizes �eet operations with ELEVATE®, our proprietary Driver Performance

System that improves driver safety and saves �eets millions of dollars in annual operatingSystem that improves driver safety and saves �eets millions of dollars in annual operating

costs.costs.

Sign up for the ELEVATE® Question/Tip of the Week and receive short, actionable, and easy-to-Sign up for the ELEVATE® Question/Tip of the Week and receive short, actionable, and easy-to-

use information to help your drivers operate their vehicles more safely while reducing fueluse information to help your drivers operate their vehicles more safely while reducing fuel

consumption, idle time, wear and tear on equipment, maintenance costs, vehicle downtime,consumption, idle time, wear and tear on equipment, maintenance costs, vehicle downtime,

and more.and more.

If you have a question or a topic you would like covered in a future ELEVATE Question/Tip ofIf you have a question or a topic you would like covered in a future ELEVATE Question/Tip of

the Week, email the Week, email ELEVATE@Idealease.comELEVATE@Idealease.com (mailto:ELEVATE@Idealease.com) (mailto:ELEVATE@Idealease.com)..

Find a complete list of ELEVATE topics below.Find a complete list of ELEVATE topics below.

Q: How can I keep idle low in the winter months?  I must warm up the vehicle,

sometimes several times a day if I’m at a long stop.

A: With today’s newer engines and updated technology, the ECM does a great job of

recognizing the conditions of a cold vehicle. It will make adjustments to speed the warming

process.

A good rule of thumb is on a 10-degree morning. The engine is warmed and at an operating

temperature within 3-5 minutes. A stop during the day, even up to an hour or two, would

cause minimal requirement for additional warming procedures.
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NOTE: Remember to make sure your drivers are plugging in their block heaters when

temperatures are below 32 degrees.

So, the key to minimizing idle time is to recognize that the vehicle is ready to go in 3-5 minutes,

not 15 to 25 minutes.
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