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A Parking Lot Could be the
Most Dangerous Place on
Your Route!
The first parking lot in the world was created in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. Parking lots are especially dangerous for
drivers making deliveries or just stopping for lunch. The
exposure exists for a vehicle accident as well as being
involved in an accident as a pedestrian.

Reasons Why Parking Lot
Accidents Occur:

Drivers understand the risks are high while on the
roadway, but few recognize that risks remain high
once off the roadway. As such, many drivers drop
their guard and become less vigilant once they turn
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Daylight
Savings Time
Begins Sunday
March 11!

Start now to make
sure that all of your
drivers are aware
of the change to
daylight savings
time in two weeks. 
Caution route
drivers especially
that the amount of
daylight will
change according
to their stops with
the change. 
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off the street and into a parking lot.
Upon entering the lot, drivers are usually focused
on seeking a parking spot…not on looking for other
drivers or objects.
Most drivers pull "head in" into a parking spot.
Once in this position, they must then back out. The
natural blind areas behind most vehicles, combined
with vision obstruction due to vehicles parked
alongside, often make visibility very difficult.
Traffic laws are non-existent. Most parking lots are
private property. Hence, drivers often roll through
stop signs, travel against the directional arrows or
cut between parked cars. Vehicles can be coming
from any direction…at any time.
Parking lots are congested and with a high density
for the amount of area with vehicles and
pedestrians.

What you can do as a driver to
prevent from being involved in a
parking lot accident:

Wear your seatbelt – even low speed collisions can
throw you around the cab of your truck.
Obey all traffic signs such as STOP and YIELD.
Drive slowly and use your turn signals and
headlights – make sure your vehicle is seen and
watch for distracted motorists who do not see you
coming.
When possible, avoid backing. Look for a "pull-
through" spot that will negate the need to back out
and will place you away from the activity.
Obey traffic lanes and do NOT drive diagonally
across lots (watch for cars cutting diagonally across
lots)
Slow down for speed bumps as not to injure
yourself or damage your cargo.
Be extra careful at entrances and exits – motorists
stop suddenly and for no apparent reason –
tailgaters often end up in rear-end collisions and
rushing while turning into access road or side street
traffic can also lead to collisions.
Be especially careful in lots that contain Post
Offices, package stores and other locations where
people are prone to dart in and out hastily in a
hurry to be on their way

Also, remember to
change the
batteries in smoke
alarms and carbon
monoxide
detectors as well.
Most sleep experts
recommend a
minimum of 7
hours of sleep a
night. Many people
sleep an average
of 40 minutes less
Sunday night,
March 11 after
Daylight Saving
Time returns. Plan
ahead to avoid
being sleepy.
Sleep in Sunday
morning and nap
Sunday afternoon.

2018 National
Work Zone
Awareness
Week, April 9th-
13th

National Work Zone
Awareness Week
(NWZAW) is an annual
spring campaign held at
the start of construction
season to encourage
safe driving through
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Be extra careful during peak times when reckless
drivers may speed through lanes while trying to get
a “better spot” closer to the shops
Some drivers are on the “hunt” for an ideal parking
spot and may drive erratically – watching for open
spots rather than watching where they are driving!
These drivers often circle the lanes nearest to their
store – parking away from stores may make a
longer walk, but prove less dangerous from a
vehicle collision standpoint
Lock your truck at all times when not attended.
Parking lots are very busy and are often targeted
by thieves. Putting all this together, it's clear the
danger doesn't end once the driver reaches the
parking lot.

Navigating Safety and
Compliance in 2018

Idealease and the National Private Truck Council NPTC
will again be hosting safety seminars in 2018.  The one
day seminar this year will focus on the new Electronic
Logging Device (ELD) regulation, basic safety and
compliance, regulation changes and CSA. The seminars
and will be provided to all Idealease customers, potential

highway work zones and
construction sites. The
key message is for
drivers to use extra
caution in work zones.
For more information,
check out the link below.

American Traffic Safety
Services Association
(ATSSA)
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customers and NPTC members at no charge.   The
seminar provides important information applicable for
both the novice and experienced transportation
professionals.  To register for an upcoming seminar in
2018 Click Here.

Seminar Schedule:
3/13/2018  San Martin, CA
3/21/2018  Upper Marlboro, MD
3/22/2018  Baltimore, MD
4/3/2018  Wausau, WI
4/4/2018  Madison, WI
4/10/2018  St. Louis, MO
4/11/2018  Indianapolis, IN
4/12/2018  Memphis, TN
4/12/2018  Columbus, OH
4/24/2018  Columbia, SC
4/25/2018  Atlanta, GA
4/25/2018  Stony Ridge, OH
4/26/2018  Tampa, FL
4/26/2018  Lancaster, PA
5/1/2018  Ft. Lauderdale, FL
5/2/2018  Ft. Myers, FL
5/8/2018  Seattle, WA
5/10/2018  Aurora, CO
5/10/2018  Lexington, KY
5/15/2018  Detroit, MI
5/22/2018  San Leandro, CA

Fall Seminars (Sept-Oct):
TBD  Houston, TX
TBD  Moncton, NB
TBD  Northern CA
TBD  Northern CA
TBD  Nashville, TN
TBD  Dallas, TX
TBD  Modesto/Turlock, C
10/16/18  Kansas City, MO
10/25/18  Oklahoma City, OK
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The Idealease Safety Bulletin is provided for Idealease locations and their customers and is not to be
construed as a complete or exhaustive source of compliance or safety information. The Idealease Safety
Bulletin is advisory in nature and does not warrant, guarantee, or otherwise certify compliance with laws,
regulations, requirements, or guidelines of any local, state, or Federal agency and/or governing body, or
industry standards.

Copyright © 2018, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:

Idealease
430 North Rand Road
North Barrington, IL 60010

Please do not forward this email
message, as YOU could possibly
be removed from the mailing list if
the recipient chooses to opt out.
You can find the Safety Bulletins in
pdf format here.
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