
 
 
 

May 9, 2008 

LAST CHANCE TO 
ATTEND AN 

IDEALEASE/NPTC 
SAFETY SEMINAR IN 

2008 
 

May 13 Nashville, TN 
Cumberland Idealease 

Contact: Otha Quisenberry 
615-367-9453 

 
May 15 Landover, MD 

K. Neal Idealease 
Contact: Bill Caterham 

301-772-5111 

 

With fuel prices continuing to climb we must be aware that as a result we will see more 
pedestrians, bicycles and motorcycles on the roadways.  As a professional driver, we have a 
responsibility to share the roadways with all types of transportation.  Now is the time to review 
with drivers the exposures that exist on the roadways other than motor vehicles. 

Pedestrian Accidents: 
To prevent accidents involving pedestrians by anticipating hazards likely when 
maneuvering close to pedestrians and knowing how to handle such situations 
safely.  Most pedestrian accidents occur when the pedestrian walks onto a 
roadway and into the path of an approaching vehicle. Pedestrians often 
misjudge the speed and closeness of a commercial motor vehicle. Pedestrians 
assume you can and will slow down for them. Pedestrians think that because 
they can see you, you can see them. These kinds of errors in judgment are why 
pedestrian accidents frequently occur. Drivers should try to anticipate 
pedestrians making such errors and be prepared to compensate.  
 
As an employer, are you providing your drivers with the training to prevent a 
pedestrian accident?  
1. Have your drivers ever been trained to maneuver safely near pedestrians? 
      How? When? By whom?  
2. Do you know if your drivers maneuver around pedestrian traffic safely?  
3. Do you ever have qualified personnel ride with your drivers to assess their 

safe driving habits?  

Are your trucks equipped with safety features to help your driver prevent a pedestrian accident?  
• Broken mirrors - loose mountings  
• Horn operation  
• Adequate indirect vision devices  
• Are all of your trucks equipped with back up alarms? 
• Are drivers training in proper Pre and Post Trip inspections? 

 Driver driving tips to prevent pedestrian accidents: 
• When maneuvering close to pedestrians, anticipate that the pedestrian may do the unexpected.  
• Adjust your driving to safely avoid a pedestrian who jumps out in front of you. It is 

difficult for pedestrians to correctly judge how fast you are approaching. If you are going 
faster than normal for the area, you may count on the pedestrian judging there is time 
to cross when really there is not.  

• Pedestrians will often assume that you see them and that you will slow down for 
them to complete their crossing.  

• Don't assume they will give you the right-of-way until it is obvious they are 
waiting for you to pass.  

• At night, pedestrians assume you can see them because they can see your 
headlights so easily.  

• Be extra careful at night in pedestrian areas. Remember improper trailer 
tracking in turns may cause your trailer to run onto the sidewalk.  

• Turn wide enough to avoid this and go very slowly.  
• Pedestrians all too often walk or stand in the blind spots in front and to the right of your vehicle.  
• Scan around vehicle thoroughly when pedestrians are present.  
• When parking, position your vehicle so you will not be required to back up. 
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The Idealease Safety Bulletin is provided for Idealease affiliates and their customers and is not to be construed as a complete or exhaustive source of compliance or safety 
information.  The Idealease Safety Bulletin is advisory in nature and does not warrant, guarantee, or otherwise certify compliance with laws, regulations, requirements, or 
guidelines of any local, state, or Federal agency and/or governing body, or industry standards.


