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The horn on a commercial motor vehicle is a safety device that can be the sole item that can prevent an accident by sounding an alarm and communicating your presence to another vehicle.  However, we all know of drivers that have abused the use of a horn and may in fact cause an accident by startling another motorist.  There have been instances of road rage documented that all started with the misuse of a horn. The sounding of a horn is one of the few actions taken by a driver that can make an intrusion into the driving compartment of another vehicle.  Horns on commercial vehicles vary in size from small electric (city horns) to large exterior mounted chrome trumpeted air horns.  Novelty horns are also popular that play familiar tunes to college football fight songs.  

So what does the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration say about a horn? The Answer is found in CFR§393.81: Every bus, truck, truck-tractor, and every driven motor vehicle in driveaway - towaway operations shall be equipped with a horn and actuating elements which shall be in such condition as to give an adequate and reliable warning signal.

	§393.81 DOT Interpretations 

Question 1: Do the FMCSRs specify what type of horn is to be used on a CMV? 
Guidance: No. 

Question 2: Are there established criteria in the FMCSRs to determine the minimum sound level of horns on CMVs? 

Guidance: No. 


Can I drive my commercial motor vehicle if the horn is not operational?

Answer: NO, Section: CFR§392.7 Equipment, inspection and use. 
No commercial motor vehicle shall be driven unless the driver is satisfied that the following parts and accessories are in good working order, nor shall any driver fail to use or make use of such parts and accessories when and as needed: Service brakes, including trailer brake control, Parking (hand) brake., Steering mechanism, Lighting devices and reflectors, Tires, Horn Windshield wiper or wipers, Rear-vision mirror or mirrors and Coupling devices. 
How is your Overhead?

Overhead Damage……How not to make a convertible out of your Truck or Trailer!!!

An overhead damage accident is an act that can be prevented in causing damage to the roof, sides, front and rear of a body or trailer! Here are some tips for drivers to prevent this type of damage:

· When you call your customer for directions into their facility, realize that the person giving you directions drives there every day in a car.  They may never think that the bridges and over passes that you will come across will not be high enough for your truck.  Specifically ask them if the directions they have given you are on a truck route.  Also ask if there are any low clearances.  No matter what information you receive proceed with caution, as only you are responsible for the damage that will be caused.

· Overhead clearances are posted in advance of most underpasses and tunnels, but keep in mind that they may have just put 2” of new asphalt on the road.  Be alert for new road construction in front of underpasses, bridges and tunnels.

· Just because other trucks are going through doesn’t mean that you will fit through the bridge, tunnel, etc.

· If a marked or unmarked overpass looks low, slow down immediately, put on your four way flashers, ease up to the overpass, stop and check your actual clearance.

· Many bridges and overpasses are not perfectly straight; the sides are often lower than the center.  Cross under in the inside lane.

· If possible take a look at the road elevation on the other side of the bridge to see if there is a sharp incline or decline.  Either of these situations could cause trouble as you may fit under and as you exit the body or trailer will be driven up into the bridge due to the road elevation.

· In the winter snow and ice on the roadway can change the amount of clearance enough to cause damage.

· If you see that you cannot proceed through the low overhead and the traffic around you is congested, you are better off to call the police and get assistance in backing out of the situation vs. backing against traffic and causing an accident.
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The Idealease Safety Bulletin is provided for Idealease affiliates and their customers and is not to be construed as a complete or exhaustive source of compliance or safety information.  The Idealease Safety Bulletin is advisory in nature and does not warrant, guarantee, or otherwise certify compliance with laws, regulations, requirements, or guidelines of any local, state, or Federal agency and/or governing body, or industry standards.





NEWS


Do not forget to post your OSHA Log form on February 1.  Employers are only required to post the Summary (OSHA Form 300A) -- not the OSHA 300 Log -- from Feb.1 to Apr. 30, 2006.





Idealsafe Hotline number has now changed to: 847-304-3190
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